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GIREEN

It isn’t:

* About being a tree-huggingshippie or a staunch
ehvironmentalist

* A passing fad the media is playing up

It /S all about:
Cultivating a sense of respect for your environment
Being grateful for what you have

Realising that every single choice one makes has
cohsequences

Conserving Earth’s resources

Protecting & preserving the environment for future
geherations




GREEN

EXtinctions
Water sROrtages




the green mantra
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GREEIV

@raap floors provide a safer environment for teachers,
students, parents, cleaning. workers, other staff & visitors

Graaw floors reduces harmful contaminants & pollutants:
floor chemicals, airborne particles, VOCs, bacteria & fungi

éraap floors improve student attendance & scores on
standardized tests™

éirazy floors reduces illness, illness-related absenteeism &
teacher turnover

Giraap floors are safer, eagier & less-costly to maintain than
traditional floors

&olng Grazw with floors is straightforward, well documented,
cost-effective and highly beneficial




Extend floor life

Improve indoor air quality

Provide healthier indoor & outdoor environment
Increase efficiency of operations and use of

resources

Create favorable learning and teaching conditions
Generate community goodwill

Avoid future liability issues

Educate the next generation on the value of caring for
the environment




Annually, Americans spend over $1 Billion on floor care products

The institutional/commercial cleaning.industry employs 2-3 million custodians

From 1493 to 1997, 12% of work-related asthma.cases in four monitored States
were associated with expogure 1o cleaning products

Most people spend 0% of their time indoors

Dirty floors and potent floor care products contribute in a substantive way to
indoor air pollution, health problems & environmental issues

Routine chemical exposure is believed to be a major factor in many allergy-related
childhood diseases

Each year, 6 out of every 100 cleaning workers are injured on the job; more than
12% of these injuries involve floor care products

Some of the most dangerous, potent & environmentally harmful chemicals used in
today’s school environment are involved with traditional hard surface floor care &
maintenance




Floor care ingredients and documented risks

Butoxyethanol

Monoethanolamine

Sodium hydroxide or
Sodium Metasilicate

VOCs

EGBE, EGEE, EGME
(Ethylene Glycol Ethers—
butyl, ethyl & methyl)

Zinc
APEs & NPEs

Amonia

MEA (monoethanolamine)
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Greenrseal

A universally-accepted &razp standard remains a work-in-progress

[SO, EPA, DEQ, etc, offer humerous _categories & standards for environmental quality,
health, safety, ete

Sodl is “...an independent, non-profit organization that uses science-based
standards and the power Of the markeiplace fo achieve a more sustainable world”

Gragp Seel emerging as the “UL™ of America’s Graz) program

@ragp Sgl has established a comprehensive list of “environmental standards” for the
modern world

Graay Sagle GS-40 & GS-42 establich environmental standards for floor care
products and service providers respectively

To achieve Gragp o4 certification products must contain:

No phosphates or phosphonates

No carcinogens, mutagens or teratogens

No persistent bioaccummulative or toxic chemicals
No ozone depleting compounds

No or low volatile organic content

No hazardous waste characteristics




areey,

“Studies have begunstordocument what those in
the cleaning industry have long believed:
Cleaning is not merely an expense that keeps

floors looking shiny and minimizes the number
of complaints about the lack of toilet paper in
the restroom, etc. Rather, cleaning plays a vital
role in supporting the work of an organization's
most important asset... /fs people”




Green Floor

o @razm  Green (SSS)

o &reay can save organizations/schools. significant money:
— Reduced worker absenteeism & improved health
— Increased worker productivity & decreased labor costs
— Improved teacher'morale & reduced turnover
— Improved student attendanceoi.e., increased state & federal funding
— Reduced ongoing maintenance, supply & equipment costs
— Reduced consumption of goods and decreased energy usage




Research at the UNC’s Frank Porter Graham Child
Development Center has documented numerous beneficial
effects of a comprehenslve cleaning program:

— School ab@aww@ @Mn‘lmgd 461

Source: “The All Purpose Solution,” Stephen P. Ashkin, American School & University, October 1, 2003




* Improving the indoor environment.at the Charles Young
Elementary School in Waghington, D.Chproduced the following
outcomes:

— Pagsing standardized tests increased

— Pagsging| reading standardized tests increased
= increased by 4.5%

Source: “The All Purpose Solution,” Stephen P. Ashkin, American School & University, October 1, 2003




* Studies have shown that cleaning & improving the indoor working environment
can boost worker productivity'0.5% to 7% (2°0.5% productivity improvement
equals approximately $1.80 per square toot savings fo an organization)

Via a comprehensive cleaning program, schools likely can achieve

improvement levels approaching 7% by eliminating harmful chemicals & VOCs,
bacteria, viruses & other causes of illnesses often found in school
ehvironments

The Syracuse Public School District increased attendance by 11.17% via an
improved cleaning strategyothis attendance boost resulted in a $2.5 million

increase in state funding for Syracuse




Greenicloor

Use steam for cleaning whenever & wherever possible; steam is

1003 graam and also completely sanitizes the environment/surface
being cleaned

Always use/maintain clean inside & outside entryway mats (more
than 90% of floor “dict & grime’ comes ftom. the outside via doors)

Perform 7reguent dusting/vacuuming & damp mopping with clean,
clear water (clean the mats TOO!!)

—use sparingly and only approved
Giragy) chemicals

Ise dragp Kz4] approved lucts & services, always following
manufacturers recommendations




Green Floor:

The &2y (Floor process.hecessarily begins
with an intensive deep-cleaning initiative
focused on removing what is often many years
worth of biofilms, grime, dirt, wax buildup, floor
sealants, gum, dust, mold, mildew, etc. This
initial process is reguired to provide a clean,
beautiful, sanitary substrate/floor on which to
base the new green program.




Green

* Never litter

* G0 easy on & with natural resources

* Be consumer-lite in all your life activities

e Consider your: trash

* We ARE what we eat

* Use environmentally friendly products & services
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Walk Gently on &
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